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Tuae MoNaronioAL REsTORATION IDEA
appears to prevail still more universally In the
French Legislative Assembly daily.

AxornEr STEP toward the vindication of
she majesty of the Iaw was exhibited yesterday
in the Bupreme Court In the sentence to death
for the second time of the car-hook murderer,
Foster. His counsel, however, will carry the
case before the Court of Appeals, and make
mnother effort to save their client from the con-
wcquences of his crime,

Tae OCampaleNy 18 New Hampsioiee (s
fairly opened. That anclent apothecary, the
Chairman of the Republican State Committee,
who has doctored the New Hampshire repab-
Moan party for a score of years, has pre-
scribed for the present campaign & prescrip-
tion that has been successful for every po-
fitioal year, with the exception of the last,
pinoe the era of President Pierce. The
democrats are marshalled by a veritable relic
of the Granite Hilla of old Isasc Hill's
gime, and one of the shrewdest political mana-
gers in New Eogland. The fight is animated,
with the chances decidedly in favor of the
flemocrats, Governor Woglon, the present
flemocratio incombent, will be re-elected by
phout two thousand majorily, unless a tremen-
fous upheaval from Wushington shall interfere
Yo preventlt. Benator Henry Wilson has left

is seat In the Benate and is now stumping the
ligans, Election March 12,

‘their efforts to break the

The Asti-Grant Republicans, the Domo~
cratic Party asd Their Projected Holy
Alllmpoe.

The dominating ldea, the common desire

and the ovne great object with the anti-Grant
republicans and the demooratic party may be
stated in this simple question—How can Gen-
eral Grant be defeated in the fast approaching
Presidential election ss & candidate for another
term? After the State elections of last year,
beginning with the defeat of English, in Con-
nectiout, and ending with the overwhelming
overthrow of Tammany, in New York, leading
democratic journals of the country, East and
West, relinquished their arithmetical explana-
tions, and, frankly oonfessing that the
democracy were In & hopeless mi-
nority in the popular vote of the
Union, began to omst about for
still another new departure. In this general
consultation of the party doctors one proposed
the disbanding of the old party and the crea-
tion of & new party upon new principles, new
men and withal & new name; others proposed
only the temporary abandonment of the demo-
cratic organization and the ‘‘passive polloy"—
the policy of permitting and encouraging the
anti-Grant républicans to lead off with an in-
dependent ticket and flexible platform which
would command the support of the democracy
in the common cause of the defeat of General
Grant. The demoocratio “‘old liners,” how-
ever, protesting against any such cowardly
abandonments of the case and the cause of
their party and its *‘time-honored principles,”
Insisted that its only course was to keep the
fleld under ita own flag, and for the war,
against the party in power, whatever the con-
sequences of the campaign of 1872,
Now, it seems to be understood between the
Missourl managers in behalf of the anti-Grant
republicans and the democratic managers that
the National Convention of the gso-called
liberal or reform republicans appointed by the
Missourians to meet at Oincinnatl on the 6th
of May, shall proclaim such principles of free
trade, amnesty, civil service reform and ad-
hesion to negro equality and negro suffrage
as will be as aoceptable to democrats generally
as to anti-Grant republicans. In the next
place, it seems to be understood that this Cin-
cinnati Convention 18 to nominate a ticket,
President and Vice Prosident, which will be
acceptable to the democrats. Then the demo-
cratic party In convention is to come forward,
and, adopting this Cinclonati ticket and
platform, the Holy Alliance thus formed 1is to
advance from all sldes, to the annihilation of
the ‘Little Corporal,” By a sort of common
consent between the high contracting partles
this Is evidently the plan of operations agreed
upon.

p;u" if 1t were generally belleved, or If

there were visible rensons for the belief, that

these anti-Grant republicans hold the balance
of power, this Holy Alliance would be the
very thing for the end desired. But, unfortu-
nately, the democrats have no faith in these
anti-Grant republicans as & balance of power,
and these bolters from the administration have
no faith in themselves as a new party, nor In
each other as confederates., Their whole visi-
ble strength is limited to four or five members
of the national Senate and to some hallf dozen
newspapers, each representing ita little clique,
and all suspicions of each other. As they
have all, however, had their disappointments
as office-seckers, they have all at least
this common bond of unily agaiost
the military despot at Washington. Nor
bave they been wanting in Indosiry in
prestige of

General Grant's popularity and the public

confidence in his administration. They have

been at it for & year and more in the Senate.

Their war upon the St. Domingo annexation

scheme, from the violence of thelr assaulta

upon General Grant, betrayed thelr grand ob-
ject; but with the prompt abandonment of
that scheme, on finding there was mischlef in
it, the President splked all the guns of that
formidable battery. Next Messrs., Sumner,
Schurz and Fenton were seized with a virto-
ous fit in the matter of civil service reform;
but they were completely flanked on that
question by a message from the White House
announcing the adoption of the reform sug-
guud. Next Mr. Bumner, quoting Henry

Clay and varlous other high aathorities In a.

lengthy preamble, brought In a resolotion

affirming the saving wisdom of the ‘‘one-term
principle ;” but this experiment agalnst Gene-
ral Grant was also a flash in the pan.

The case was becoming desperate, when

the happy thought, like an fnspiration, came

to Mr. Schurz of this New York Custom

House Investigation, Bat here, too, the

developments of corruptions, blown to the

world, are only those which have been handed
down in the system established from one
administratlon to another for forty years; and
in Immediately underfaking fo correct the
abuses disclosed General Grant silences this
battery. What, then, conld be done to
cripple bim with the honest masses of the
republican party ? The last resort of impeach-
ment bad been talked over and abandoned ase
utterly impracticable. *‘We have it," ory

Messrs, Sumner and Schurs, ‘o these sales

of arms to the French during the Franco-

German war,” And, with a preamble as

solemn and porientons as o dozen
articles of Impeachment, Mr., Bum-
ner brings In his resolution for an

investigation. The debate progresses, and
Mr, Schurz, as a republican, is given an op-
portunity for another campalgn speech against
General Grant for democratio circulation,
which Is all he expected. If some of the
adminlstration Senators had not been equally
vain of their powers to captivate the galleries
they would have disappointed Mr. Sohurz In
this expectation. In the end, we suspect Mr,
Schurz will fail in this movement to intro-
duce anything like three hundred thousand
German republicans to the. new Grand Sachem
of Tammany Hall as colaborers in the great
cause of reform.

These four or five antl-Grant republican
Senators, with their half-dozen anti-Grant re-
publican journals, have, in short, exhausted
thelr available stock of ammunition in the Sen-
ate in this matter of the sales of arms to the
Freoch, We expect now that they will turn
their attention to (he approaching New Hamp-
shire and Connecticut elections, and ns, with
the full party vote on each side, both those
Statés are very closely contested, a few bolt-
ing disciples of Mr, Sumner and of his fac-
tion may give both those States to

the democrats. If ®#0, gyou may he

sure that democratic and antl-Grant
republican journals will join in shouting
hozannas in honor of the great popular revo-
lution calling for the dropping of Girant by
the republican party. But the trick will fail.
The Philadelphia Conventlon will pot be
frightened from Grant by such guerills tactics
as these. Nor will the Cinclnnati Convention
be materially strengthened by reinforcements
of bolting republicans, with the retention of
New Hampshire and the recovery of Con-
neoticut by the democrats, because these sore-
beads, in many cases, will walt yet s little
longer to profit by the chances of falling in
with the winniog side.

To sum up the prospects of this projected
Holy Allinnce, we fear it will fail, becanse the
efforis heretofore, from time to time, made to
fuse incongruous opposition elements always
have failed, and notably the efforts to fuse
them ngainst Jackson in 1882, and against Van
Buren in 1836, and against Buchanan in 1856,
and against Lincoln in 1860. The party of
General Grant is like a regular army, well dis-
oiplined, compact end strong, and with
a leader who bas the confidence of his
officers and men; the opposition ele-
ments, Including the
are likke a disorderly army of militla
detachments, under different leaders, with dif-
ferent purposes, here and there, and distrast-
ful of each other. And so with the renomi-
nation of General Grant we snspect that the
actual repnblican reinforcements to the demo-
cratic camp will be found as profitless as the
recrnits from Andy Johnson.

The New BSpanish Ministry and Dificulties
of Amadeus.

The young King of Spain has, to use the
appropriate language of the telegram from
Madrid, published in another part of this
paper, ‘‘completed the task” of forming a new
Ministry. Cabinet offices generally are easily
enough filled ; but Amadeus haa not found it
to be so under his government. The anarchi-
oal condition of Spain, in a political sense, the
frequent changes In the government, the un-
certainty of the future and the hoatility of
rival and powerful factions, render the posi-
tion of Minister undesirable to many of the
first men of Spain. Hence it was, no doubt, &
task to reconstruct a harmonious Cabinet, and
one that would have the confidence of the
country. Having formed one, however, it re-
mains to be geen if it will live longer than ita
predecessor, Cabinet making seems to have
been the chief employment of Amadens during
the short period he has occupled the Spanish
throne. Royalty has become a farce in
Spain. The young King probably thinks so
too, for there is a report that he has become
so dlsgusted with the ungovernable dlsposition
of the Spanish people as to contemplate abdi-
cation. It is said that he has urged his father,
Victor Emmanuel, to sanction the atep, thongh
the Itallan monarch advises him to be patient
and to hold on for the present. Bpain, evi-
dently, is still in the agony of a deep-seated
revolution, and will have to go through many
trials, probably, before reaching the end of a
good and stable government. Like France,
perhaps, she may neither be prepared for a
republic nor satisfied with any other form of
government.

The Catacazy Case Agaim.
Our correspondent in 8t. Petersburg, in a
letter which we publigh this morning, furnishea
us with the latest phase the Calacazy case has
assumed. The unpleasantness It engendered
in this country and in Russis, It would seem,
has not yet terminated. In St. Petersburg the
American treatment of the Russian Ambassa-
dor is regarded with conaiderable disfavor.
The Russians feel sore over it, and the treat-
ment which Prince Alexis received at Wash-
Ington tends to inorease the irritation. And
now there is another affair which will serve to
add fuel to the flame of ill-feeling already
existing. The Emperor, it will be remem-
bered, asked as a favor that M. Catacazmy be
allowed to remaln at hls post in Washington
uniil after the visit of the Grand Duke. The
request was granted, but, as we are Informed,
in reply to the request made by the Russian
Emperor, Secretary Fish, in telegraphing the
snswer to Minister Curtin at St Petersburg,
omitted all mention of the Emperor's name,
Mr. Curtin, on receiving the message, per-
celved the omission, and before presenting it
changed the wording so as to make It accept-
able by patting in the Emperor’s name. Some-
how or other the omission of Mr, Fish and
the subsequent alteration by Mr. Curtin were
ascertained at the Imperial Court, and, as may
be imagined, created an unpleasant feeling.
It looks as if somebody had blundered, unin-
tentionally it may be, but a blunder neverthe-
less. The Imperial dignity bas been wounded,
but we sincerely hope not to such an extent
that the well known friendship of this country
towards Ruossia will not entirely counter-
balance.

A Warrmve 10 THE LEGISLATURE,—The
bending of a straw will indicate the direction
of the wind. At the Syracuse OCharter
election this week the democracy carrled the
olty. Last November the republican majority
on Secretary of State was over twenty-two
hundred. BSinoce then ex-Speaker Alvord has
been made the Ring candidate of the
Assembly, and the late Senate Clerk, James
Terwilliger, has been soiled by contact with
the State printing jobbery of Weed, Parsons
& Co. The sudden ohange in the political
standing of the Cily of Balt is but another
indlcation of the resolve of the people to strike
down corruption in whichever parly it may
show Itself. Will the members of the State
Legislature reflect upon this waraing when
tempted by the approaches of the Erie Rail-
road lobby and other Albany operators ?.

A Lrrriz Somap or HusrorY.—If Viee
President Colfax should be renmominated and
re-clected it will be the first time, with a
single exception, that & Vice President has
been his own sucgessor In the history of our
government, he exception was that of
Danlel D. Tompklns, of New York, who
served as Vice President under the two terms
of President Monroe, one of which terms
occurred in what Is historically known as the
“erhof good feeling”—from 1821 to 1825.
The instances in which a Vice President bas
stepped from that position to the Presidency
are six, to wit :—John Adams, Thomas Jeffer-
son, Martin Van Buren, John Tyler, Millard
Fillmore and Andrew Jonnson—the three
latter sncceeding to the Presidency on account
of the demise of the regularly elocted inoum-

bents while holding ofice.

democratic party, .

Congrems Yosterday—Senaterial Garrulous-
nese=The Freach Arms Debate—The Nls-
slon to Russin=The Tariff.

The Senate continues to be the arena for a
war of words, and garrulousness reigns there
as the besetting sin of Senators, Bumner’s
resolution of Inguiry about the sale of arms to
France should never have been offered, or,
being offered, il sho uld have been adopted with-
out discussion. Instead of that, however, it has
already occapled nearly as much time as Sum-
ner's famous Supplem entary Civil Rights bill ;
and, outaside of these two miserable proposi-
tions, the Senate has attended to hardly any-
thing else since it met in December. The de-
bate, however, draws crowded galleries, and
the vapity of the Senatorial athletes is thus
gratified, Schurs, of Missouri, had all the
honors on Tue sday; Morton, of Indlana, was
the star performer yesterday. We do not
oare to criticise his performance in detail. He
arraigned Schurz and Trumbull for infidelity
to the republican party, and warned them
that they would be absorbed into the demo-
cratio party. The mountain would not go to
Mohammed, but Mohammed would have to go
to the mountain, so they, ‘‘the liberals,”
would find themselves dissolved in the demo-
cratic party, like flies in vinegar, As to the
resolution itself, he said that its carcas lay
exposed to the public gaze, exhaling the moat
onwholesome odors. OF course, he was not
allowed to say all this without frequent inter-
ruptions from Bchurz and Trumbull, who
olaimed that In voting for amnesty, civil
reform and the investigation of the New York
Custom House frands they were more in a
line with the administration and the republi-
oan parly than Morton was in opposing all
these measures. Edmunds and Conkling
ranged themselves alongside of Morton,
forming what Tipton irreverently calls the
“‘single-barrelled triumvirate,” while Sumner
came to the ald of Bochurz and Trumbull
Conkling twitted SBumner upon his pedantry,
and Schurg upon his mock herolsm; to which
the latter retorted by asking pardon if he had
ever encroached on Conkling's exclusive
privilege of struiting snd boasting. When
the day's performance was over the Senate
went into executive session, and then ad-
journed over till to-morrow in honor of Wash-
ington's Birthday.

Before the rising of the ourtain, however, a
matter of much more interest to the people
then the personal bickerings of Senators oc-
corred, Mr. Bherman, from the Finance
Committee, reported back the House bill of
last session removing the duty on salt, with
amendments covering all the matters of tariff
reform which that committee Is disposed to
recommend. It includes the reduoction of the
duty on tea to ten cents a pound, on coffee
to two cents, with various measures of reduc-
tion on coal, salt, rice, hides and skins, Iaths,
shingles, cottons, wools, silks, iron and steel,
earthenware, iron and Indis rabber. The bill
was made the special order for the 11th of
March next. In the meantime there is little
chance of action on the House bill passed last
Monday repealing the duties on tea and coffee.
The House went to work in a practical
manner yesterday, and disposed of the busi-
ness before it in good style. The Civil
Service Reform bill was made a special order
for four weeka hence; a resolution was
adopted calling for information as to the
criminal prosecution of the Mormons; a bill
was passed for the remission of the tax on
spirits consumed In the great Chicago fire.
The Consular and Diplomatic Appropriation
bill was put through the Committee of the
Whole after a discussion ona proposition to
place the mission to Russia In the rank of
first olass missions. The motion was made by
Mr. Banks, and was carried by an Immense
majority, the principal opposition to it coming
from an Indiana democrat, Mr. Holman, who
lavished denuncistion against Russia as “‘a
hoary-headed despotism.” The discussion
involved the question of war with England
and the pro bability of our finding & powerful
ally in Russia, The misslon to Japan has
also been advanced in the class of missions,
and the Central American missions consoll-
dated into one, to be located in Nicaragua.
The blll and amendments will come before
the House for final action to-morrow, to which
day both Houses have adjourned.

The Board of Audit.

The Board of Audit meets at three o'clock
this afternoon, and will probably order
another batoch of the back liabilities of the
oity to be paid. The work of examining the
aoccounts, on which a large clerical force is
daily engaged, is necessarily tedious, but is
being pressed forward as vigorously as possi-
ble. It Is quite proper that no claims of
doubtful honesty should be passed without
strict scrutiny, while it is at the same tlime
right that every just debt should be speedily
paid. Bome idea of the amount of labor
devolving upon the Finance Department may
be conoeived from the fact that since Comp-
troller Green entered office, in September
last, over forty-one million dollars bas
been pald out by bhim on oity and
county sccount. When to this duty is sdded
the necesalty of & thorough examination of
every item on hundreds of heavy pay rolls for
four or five months of last year, it can readily
be understood that the work of paying off old
debts must perforce be a slow one. Every
honest, bona fide claimant, will understand
these facts, and wait patiently until the time
of payment arrives. Those ‘persons whose
claims are of a doubtful character may resort
to riotous and disorderly conduct, but they
will not succeed in swerving the Board from
the strict line of dutly. At the same time it Is
to be hoped that not sn instant's unnecessary
delay will be made in the settlement of all jost

accounts,

Tz Jersxy Crry Rive CoME TO GRIEF,—
The Jersey City Ring has come to grief.
Judge Bedle's Grand Jury has brought the
alleged city frauds across the river to & prac-
tical lssae, after the fashion of Judge Bedford's
Grand Jury in New York. Indictments have
been found agalnst all the parties charged
with official misconduct, and yesterday three
Police Commissioners, three Fire Commis-
sioners and the Chief of Police were arrested
and held to bail, some In six thousand and
others In four thousand dollars, The Jersey
officers are on the look-out for others, and
before the end Is reached s majority of the
city officials will And themselves at the bar of
s oriminal court. The war agalnst fraud has

but then the Jerseymen fortunately had »
Grand Jury to manage their reform movement
instead of & Committee of Seventy.

The Reform and Eficlency eof the Navy.

We called attention very recently to the
appeal of the International Geographical Con-
gress which met last August at Antwerp for
scientific explorations by all naval vessels.
We suggested that, besides the knowledge of
the sea thus to be obtained, there was in the
Antwerp scheme the added advantage of im-
proving and training the whole navy in marine
and other sciences. A few months ago the
subject of the preliminary education of naval
officers was ably discussed before the Royal
United Bervice Institution of England by
many of the first minds of that country. The
discussion turned upon a paper urging a
larger scope of education for the juvenile ele-
ment in the Eonglish navy, and poioting out
the great peril that stared it In the fice from
the incompetent and unekilled leadership to
which its future fleets must be entrusted. The
Ustingunished seaman, Captain Goodenough,
who presented the paper, alluded specially to
the gross ignorance of foreign languages re-
vealed on the interchange of visita of the French
and English figets in 18885, to the thick darkness
that hides from most naval minds the elements
of history and pbysical geography, and to the
ignorance of the simple laws of hydrostatica
which obscures the loss of the ill-Tated
Captain from most naval officers, ‘‘Give to
two officers of good repute,” said the speaker,
‘“a simple plece of work to do, and see
how entirely they are guided by a ruleof
thamb. Let us agk ourselves how many com-
manders and lleutenants would know what
was meant by Buys Ballot's law, or how they
would steer thelr ship so as to increase their
atmospherlc pressure when expecting a gale
off the coast of Ireland?" The sad and dis-
graceful ignorance in the English navy of such
subjects as these (which concern the safe pavi-
gation of a ship), and of many others, such
as political geography, mechanics, maritime
law, &c., he unsparingly exposed, and earn-
estly demanded for the navy emancipation
from the old and baseless phantoms of profes-
sional prejudice and foesil dogmatism,

But Captain Goodenough's paper is not
without suggestions of a profound and prac-
tical bearing upon the future welfare of all
navies, as well as upon that of the navy he
80 well pleads for. We certainly do not want
a navy of savans, much less a navy com-
posed of theorista of science ready to sink the
national honor in some nlce problem of natural
history or bugology. The floating service is
strictly for the defemce of the country, and
all its administration must be planned with a
view to meet this prime purpose. In the dis-
charge of ihis duty it onght to be considered
that, other things being equnal, an officer
capable of npavigating his ship or
leading his equadron at a given season
through the seas where they would
be least bafled by head winde and
would make the finest run, is greatly to be
sought for. The question of the best route for
o merchant ship between two porta is of the
utmost consequence, and for a war ship, in
time of war, it might be of Incalculable im-
portance to the nation. The immense fleet of
William of Orange, destined for the invasion
of England, and whose after exploits gave
shape to British destiny till this day, came
very near total logs by unconsclously leaving
port before a fearful storm then impending,
It is certainly scandalous ignorance for a pro-
fessional navigator in our day to run his ship
unawares Into a cyclone ; but there are few
peamen who know enough of the law of storms
to extricate themselves from the dangerous
part of a hurricane. In mancuvring afleet in
the near presence of an enemy a naval com-
mander might, by a little science, get out of
dangerous weather and inveigle his adversary
into it, whereas, without such sclence, he
might cripple his whole squadron in a gale a
few hours before it would be put upon ihe
poverest trlal of its mettle with a superior
force,

The old masters of naval warfare were
sccomplished meteorologists or mathemati-
clans, but they were good enough sailors and
philosophers always, when possible, to fight
their ships with the elements of nature on
their side. There are few more siriking
passages Iin naval history than those which
relate the ftrying ocontests of Admiral
Nelson, in 1805, with the French fleet under
Villeneuve, and the masterly manner in which
the subsequent hero of Trafalgar managed his
squadron. The flery Admiral wrote Lord
Melville that his fleet had defled the sudden
and violent hurricanes of the Mediterranean
for twenty-one months without losing a mast
or a yard, and his journal is full of barometric
and other observations, entered with his own
hand. Ordinarily, ceferis paribus, the officer
who is » master of the sclentific part of his
profession will have his men under better dis-
cipline and command, and, in emergencies,
will show his immense superiority over an
empiric. 1Itis by no means necessary to rear
a corps of savans for the management of our
ships, nor to multiply naval academies, in
order to raise ap fina navigators and skilful
commanders. This can be amply done by
honoring and rewarding & solentiflc spirit of
practical research on board ship in the way
the HeEraLD suggesied.

It was said of the navy of Charles the
Second of England that it contained gentle-
men and seamen; but the gentlemen were not
seamen and the seamen were not gentlemen.
It may be said of some other navies that they
contain good sailors and good scientists, but
few men who unite both science and seaman-
ship. The science, if we include in that term
those qualifications for the able strategy and
conduct of fleets which distinguisbed Nelson
and others, is, paradoxioal s it may seem,
more essential to a naval captain than sea-
manship itsell. Among the civilized nations
of antiquity men who knew nothing of a ship,
as Cimon, Lyssnder and Pompey, fought
great naval battles with brilliant success.
Ralelgh and Blake were soldiers by profes-
sion, sod not seamen, when they first and
suddenly rose to the highest eminence as
naval commanders by bumbling the pride of
Holland and Spain on the ocean.

The Hzmarp baa recently spoken of the
great necessity of inoreasing the numbers and
material of the navy. This can be of no ser-
vice to the natlon unless, pari passu, with
numerloal Ingrease there Is also an improve.
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Italian Opers.

Now that the Parepa-Rosa English opers sea.
son has come to & close—and & most brilliant
one it proved to be—the attention of the publie
is natarally turned towards the two seasons of
Italisn opera sunounced by Mile. Nilsson ard
Mme. Parepa-Ross. On the 4th of March
the Swedish Nightingale commences her fare-
well engagement at the Aocademy of Musie,
and as she will positively leave this country
in the spring there will be likely a great stir
on the part of the musical publio to hear her
for the last time. She will appear in the riles
of Marguerits, Lucis, Visletta, Loonors and
Mignon, into which her transcendent talents
bave infused new life, rejuvenating those
dilapidated fossils in the most marvellous
maoner. M. Capoul also returns to bid New
York adien and to repeat his matohless love-
makiog scenes which during the fall season
carried the hearts of the fair occupants of the
boxes by storm, It will be a matter of regret
for the admirers of Mile, Nilsson that owing
to the want of a competent baritone and the
fear of the management to incur the heavy
expenses consequent upon the production of
a new opera, the Swedish Nightingale will
be unable to appear this season in her greatest
réls, Ophelis, in Thomas' opera of “‘Hamlet.”
In this 7fle she won her greatest iriumphs in
Paris and London, and reached the plnnacle
of fame accorded to ber by the unanimous
verdict of the European public. After leaving
America Mlle. Nilsson proceeds to London,
where she will appear at Drury Lane
Theatre, under the management of Her
Majesty’s Opera. Her next engagement will
be at the Royal Opera House in Madrid. I
is to be hoped that her absence from America
will be of short duration, as it will be a matter
of exireme difficulty for the next impresario
to fill her place.

The most important event of the’season in
Italian opera will be the appearance of Mme.
Parepa-Rosa, Mlss Adelaide Phillips,
Wachtel and Santley together In April. Thers
is no tenor living at present who can be placed
on terms of equality with Wachiel, an far as
voice is concerned, and certainly Santley
stands alone as the finest baritone on the
stage. The operas to be given during the
April season will be very Iinteresting,
especially to a public tired of Verdi and
Donizetti, In the répertoire we find the
chefs d'wuvre of Mozart, Meyerbeer and
Rossini—**Don Juan,” ‘‘Les Huguenots” and
“Guillaume Tell.” The Raoul of Wachtel
and the Valentin of Mme. Rosa are imperson-
ations of sufficient magnitude to make the
success of a season, and when we add to
them the Don Giovanni and Tell of Santley,
and the Azucena of Miss Phillips, that success
becomes a certainty. The secondary parts
will be filled by fresh young artists, the man-
agement being resolved to dispense with those
wrecks of the past that have afflicted the
habitués of the Academy for so many years.
The orchestra and chorus will number one
hundred and twenty, and an attempt will be
made to produce each opera with a mise en
scine worthy of it. The season will last four

weeks, Nothing [s definitely known at
present about the fall peason at the
Academy. It is probable that the new

management will eadeavor to secure Mile.
Pauline Lucca as the ohief attraction; but
from what we have experienced this seasom
we think it would be advisable for an impresa-
rio to pay more attention to the ensembie of an
operatic company than to the particular excel-
lence of one of its members. One prima
donna does not constitute a company any
more than one swallow does a summer, and it
is hard to be obliged to endure an hour of
agony at the hands of merciless bawlers to
enjoy a few moments happiness in listening to
the glorious volce of a genuine artist. The
example which Mr. Wallack bas set to dra-
matic managers should not be lost on operatie
impresarii, and a ocomplete company iz as
easily sttainable in one instance.as In the
other.

WasHINaTON's BIRTHDAY—CEREMONIES To-
Day.—The annlversary of the birthday of the
““Father of His Countiry” occars to-day, and
will be observed with unusual ceremonies.
This Is all right and proper. It is a day upon
which all parties, all sects and nationalities .
can unite to do honor to the memory of the
purest patriot that ever lived and the founder
of the free institutions we now enjoy. There
will be military and civic proceasions and ora-
torical displaye to-day, with numerous balls in
the evening. Let all citizens combine to com~
memorate the name of one who was “first in
war, first in peace and first in the hearts of his
countrymen."

REVIVAL AMoNG SouTHERN DEMOORATS. —
The Louisville Ledger discovers that there
boas been a very great change in democratio
prospeots within the past sixiy days. From
being cloudy the skies are fast brightening,
and the political horigon is brilliant with hues
that herald coming viotories. That being the
oase, the Ledger opposes the democracy sur
rendering to a fragment of the republican
party, aod Insista that the liberals should
come to the democrats if they are sincere in
their deslre to overtbrow Grant, The same
view is taken by the Mobile Ragister,; but,
for that matter, that journal has never taken
any other. ‘Stand by your colors” has
always been the cry of this steady demooratic
organ, with bow much sagacity and judgment
time has shown. The Ledger still calls upon
the Democratic National Executive Committes
to show its band; but that sugust body seems
inclined to play the ‘‘possum” game, for the
present, at least, Be that as it may, there are
at this time evident signs of & revival among
Southern democrats,

Brimisr AmistooRaTio FAMLY Umion,—
The marriage of the Marquis of Bute to a
daughter of Lord Edward Howard, of Derby-
shire—which, it is said, bas been arranged to
take place at an early day—will unite three of
the most noble, rich and powerful families in
Great Britain—Howard, of Norfolk, Crichtone
Bute and Sutherland—in close household alli-
ance, and surround the happy pair with a circle
of relatives moving In a sphere of society not
lesa distinguished, perhaps, than their oqwn,
The church ceremonial will be imposing Ly its
solemnity and grandeur, as will be understood
from the facts which we append to oar cable
news telegram from Londom. The marriage
may even herald the near approach of remark-
able changes in the religio-political oondition
pf tha Uaited Kingdom,



